Application No. 10/849,498 2 
After Final Office Action of January 15, 2008 



Docket No.: S1507.70000US00 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently Amended) An article for delivering a drug and a nucleic acid, the article 
comprising: 

a nanoparticle forming a micelle , wherein the nanoparticle comprises a polymer having a 
backbone comprising a polyester ; 

a nucleic acid associated with an exterior of the micelle; and 
a drug associated with an interior of the micelle. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Original) An article as in claim 1 wherein the nanoparticle is capable of passing through a 
cell membrane. 

4. (Currently amended) An article as in claim 1 wherein the nucleic acid is DNA. 

5. (Currently amended) An article as in claim 1 wherein the drug is a cancer drug,, 
6-7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Original) An article as in claim 1 wherein the nanoparticle is stable at a concentration of 
greater than 5 mg/L. 

9. (Original) An article as in claim 1 wherein the nanoparticle is capable of crossing the 
blood/brain barrier. 

10. (Original) A composition comprising an article of claim 1 and a pharmaceutically acceptable 
carrier. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An article as in claim 1 wherein the nanoparticle comprises a graft co 




;r having a backbone including comprises tertiary amines 
quaternized and bound to a hydrophobic sid e chain . 
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12. (Currently Amended) An article as in claim 44-15 wherein the hydrophobic side chain 
comprises cholesterol. 

13. (Original) An article as in claim 1 1 wherein the polymeric backbone comprises a copolymer 
of quaternized and non-quaternized tertiary ammonium groups. 

14. (Currently amended) An article as in claim 434 wherein the polymeric backbone further 
comprises an ester -ether linkage. 

1 5 . (Currently Amended) An article as in claim 4341 wh e rein the polym e ric backbone 
compris e s a poly e ster wherein at least a portion of the tertiary amines are quaternized and bound to 
a hydrophobic side chain. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) An article as in claim 434 wherein the polymeric backbone further 
comprises a polyether. 

17-43. (Cancelled) 

44. (Currently Amended) A kit comprising: 

a container including an amphoteric polymeric nanoparticle forming a micelle, wherein the 
polymeric nanoparticle comprises a polymer having a backbone comprising a polyester ; 

a nucleic acid associated with an exterior of the micelle; 

a drug associated with an interior of the micelle; and 

instructions for administering the nanoparticle to a subject. 

45-48. (Cancelled) 

49. (Currently Amended) An articl e A kit as in claim 444, wherein the nanoparticle polymer 
comprises a polymeric compound graft co-polymer . 
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50. (Currently Amended) An article as in claim 491, wherein the polymer comprises polymeric 
compound is an amphiphilic co-polymer. 

51 . (Previously Presented) An article as in claim 50, wherein the amphiphilic co-polymer is a 
cationic amphiphilic co-polymer. 

52. (Previously Presented) An article as in claim 1 wherein the drug is not covalently or 
ionically bound to the nanoparticle. 

53. (Previously Presented) An article as in claim 1 wherein the drug is physically contained by 
the nanoparticle. 

54. (New) An article as in claim 1 , wherein the polymer comprises a graft co-polymer. 
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